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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
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I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N 
 

 
Bridgeport’s Comprehensive Plan was initially adopted in 2001. It has been updated in 2004, 2006, 2016. 
2017, 2002, and 2023. In 2017, the Environment and Critical Areas Conservation element and the Capital 
Facilities element were updated. In 2022, the Land Use Designation Map was updated. 

Brideport received a grant from Washington’s Department of Commerce (Commerce) to work on completing 
the Periodic Update over the next two years (2024-2026). 
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W  O  R  K P  L  A  N 

What is a work plan? 

This Work Plan is a document that outlines the entire periodic update process. 

This Work Plan identifies deliverables, estimated timelines, and opportunities for the community 
to participate in the periodic update. The Work Plan is a requirement of the grant provided by 
Commerce. The Work Plan may be updated throughout the process. 
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P  E  R  I  O  D  I  C U  P  D  A  T  E 

Why are we updating the Comprehensive Plan? 

Photo by Michelle Miller 

 

 

 

Washington’s Department of 

Commerce has prepared checklists 

that include all the requirements 

for the periodic update. 

 
The Growth Management Act (GMA) is a series of state statutes (RCW) focused on accommodating 
growth, while protecting critical environmental areas and conserving natural resources. 

The GMA requires Bridgeport to review and update its Comprehensive Plan, capital facility plan, 
and/or development regulations to bring them up to date with any relevant changes in state law and 
to respond to land use changes and population growth. 
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C  O  M  P  R  E  H  E  N  S  I  V  E P  L  A  N 

What is the Comprehensive Plan? 
 

A comprehensive plan is a general land use policy document that serves as the focal point of planning. 
It lays out the community’s 20 year vision by setting goals, objectives, and policies, which serve to guide 
elected officials and staff ’s decision making. 
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C  O  M  P  R  E  H  E  N  S  I  V  E P L A N 

The GMA requires nine elements to be included in the comprehensive 
plan. Each element has its own goals and policies. 
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C  O  M  P  R  E  H  E  N  S  I  V  E P L A N 

Bridgeport’s Comprehensive Plan also has the following elements that are not 
part of the periodic update: 
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N  E  W   B  I  L  L  S 

 
What are the new bills? 

The following House (HB) and Senate 
(SB) Bills are driving the periodic 
update legislative changes. There are 
other SB and HB that are not reflected 
here, but also drive the update. 
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D  E V E L O P M  E N T 

R  E G U L A T I O N S 

 

What are the development regulations? 

 
Development regulations are the controls 
placed on the development or land use activities 
in Bridgeport and are found in the City  
Code. Examples of develoment regulations 
include zoning, critical areas, subdivisions, 
and shoreline master programs. 
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C  O  M  M  U  N  I  T  Y E  N  G  A  G  E  M  E  N  T P L A N 
 

 

Effective community engagement provides community members, 
Counties and neighboring jurisdictions with ways to directly 
contribute in the process in meanintful ways. Tribal engagement 
is essential and is a new requirement under the GMA. 

The GMA requires community 
engagement when updating the 
comprehensive plan and development 
regulations. 

The Community Engagement Plan will 
lay out how Bridgeport plans to engage 
with the community and stakeholders 
throughout the update process. Engaging 
with the community provides opportunities 
for people to be directly involved in 
shaping the future of the City. 

Effective community engagement 
practices create a vehicle for people to 
engage in local democracy by giving the 
community the opportunity to become 
directly involved in guiding policy decisions 
that will shape the future of the City. 

The  Community  Engagement  Plan  will 
be updated throughout the process. 10 
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Participating in the update process empowers 
the community to have a direct impact on 
the future. 

 
Influence decision making 

Voice concerns 

Contribute to local knowledge 

Promote sustainable growth 

Address social equity 

Hold government accountable 

Stay informed 

Foster civil engagement 

Protect property values 

Shape quality of life 
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T  I  M  E  L  I  N  E 
Overview of deliverables with estimated timeframe, to be updated 

throughout the process. More complete timeline on next page. 
 

AUG - OCT CREATE WORK PLAN 

 

APPROVE PLAN 

 

AUG - OCT CREATE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLAN 

 

APPROVE PLAN 
 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

 

 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

REVIEW CRITICAL AREAS 

 

FILL OUT CRITICAL AREAS CHECKLIST 

 

ENGAGE COMMUNITY 

 

OPEN HOUSE, WORKSHOP, 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 
DRAFT CRITICAL AREAS AMENDMENT 

 

ADOPT CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 
 

 

JAN - JUNE 

2025 

 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

ANALYZE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

FILL OUT CHECKLIST 

 

COMPLETE POPULATION & HOUSING ALLOCATION 

 

ALLOCATION ANALYSIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Michelle Miller 

JAN - JUNE 

2025 

COMPLETE LAND CAPACITY ANALYSIS 

CAPACITY  ANALYSIS 12 
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AUG - OCT CREATE PERIODIC UPDATE WORK 

 

APPROVE  WORK 

 

AUG - OCT CREATE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLAN 

 

APPROVE PLAN 
 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

COMPLETE CRITICAL AREA ANALYSIS 

 

CRITICAL AREAS CHECKLIST 
 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

 

 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

 

 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

DRAFT CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 

 

DRAFT CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 

 

ADOPT CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 

 

ADOPT CRITICAL AREAS ORDINANCE 

 

COMPLETE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ANALYSIS 

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CHECKLIST 
 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

COMPLETE POPULATION & HOUSING ALLOCATION 

 

ALLOCATION ANALYSIS 

 

SEPT - JUNE 

2025 

COMPLETE LAND CAPACITY ANALYSIS 

 

CAPACITY  ANALYSIS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY - NOV 

2025 

DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 

 

DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

 

NOV - JAN 

2026 

ADOPT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

ADOPT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

 

JAN - MAR 

2026 

 

 

 

APR - JULY 

2026 

 

 

AUG  -  OCT 

2026 

ANALYZE DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS CHECKLIST 

 

DRAFT DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDIANCE 

 

ADOPT DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

 

ADOPT DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 
 

 

NOV - DEC 

2026 

FIND RCW 36.70A.130 UPDATE IS COMPLETE 

 

DRAFT NATURAL RESOURCE LAND 

DESIGNATIONS ORDINANCE 
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Photo by Michelle Miller 

The periodic update will move in phases - phase 1 to phase 
6, beginning with community engagement and ending in 
adopting an updated Comprehensive Plan and regulations. 
The planner will review amendments to the GMA, the 
Comprehensive Plan, development regulations, critical 
areas ordiance, population projections, and resource 
lands. 



P  H  A  S  E 1 
Community Engagement 

In the initial phase, the planner will create a Work plan 
and Community Engagement Plan. The planner will 
introduce the periodic update process and engage with the 
community and stakeholders by presenting the Work Plan 
and Community Engagement Plan at a staff meeting and 
an open house kickoff. 

 

Deliverables: 

• Work Plan 

• Public Participation Plan 

• Survey 

Meetings: 

• Staff meetings 

• PC meetings 

• Open house kickoff 
 

 

 
 

P  H  A  S  E 2 
Gather and Analyze Information 

• In the second phase, the planner will engage in a analysis to 
see what needs to be updated. The critical areas regulations 
will be part of this review and the planner will review the 
Department of Commerce’s critical areas checklist. 

•  

• Materials relied on in reviewing critical areas: 

• Periodic Update Checklist for Fully Planning Cities 

• Critical Areas Checklist 

• Critical Areas Handbook 

• Best Available Science 

• Westlands Guidance for Critical Areas Ordinance Updates 15 
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P  H  A  S  E 3 

Evaluate and Shape 

In the third phase, the planner will present each element 
to the Planning Commission, engage with the community, 
and incorporate feedback into drafts. 

 

Deliverables: 

• Draft documents 

Meetings: 

• Staff meetings 

• PC meetings 

• Workshops 

 

P  H  A  S  E 4 
SEPA Determination & Checklist 

In the fourth phase, the planner will make a State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) determination and fill 
out the checklist. SEPA requires Bridgeport to consider the 
adverse impacts of planning actions. There is a comment 
period that runs after the determination is made. 

Deliverables: Meetings: 

• SEPA checklist 

• SEPA determination 

• Staff meetings 

• PC meetings 
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P  H  A  S  E 5 
Revise and Refine Regulations 

In the fifth phase, the planner will present draft versions 
of updated elements and regulation amendments to the 
Planning Commission and have work sessions to revise and 
refine the Comprehensive Plan and regulations. 

Deliverables: Meetings: 

• Draft amendments 

• Draft elements 

• Periodic Update checklist 

• Critical Areas checklist 

• Staff meetings 

• PC meetings 

P  H  A  S  E   6 
Legislative Process and Adoption 

 
In the sixth and final phase, the planner will present draft 
versions of updated elements and regulation amendments 
to the Planning Commission and City Council. The 
Planning Commission with hold a public hearing and 
receive comments. The City Council will adopt the updated 
Comprehensive Plan and regulations. The City will submit 
the final documents to Commerce for a 60-day review 

Deliverables: Meetings: 

• Draft amendments 

• Draft elements 

• Final Comprehensive Plan 

• Development regulations 

• Staff meetings 

• PC meetings 
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G  E  T I  N  V O  L V  E  D 
 

Community engagement is a key piece to updating the Comprehensive 
Plan and regulations. There are a handful of ways to become involved 
and have your voice heard. 
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T  H  A  N  K Y O  U 
 

 

 

P L E A S E C O N T A C T K U R T D A N I S O N W I T H 

Q U E S T I O N S A N D C O M M E N T S : 

 

K U R T D A N I S O N - H I G H L A N D S A S S O C I A T E S 

C O N T R A C T P L A N N E R 

5 0 9 - 3 2 2 - 4 0 3 7 

K D A N I S O N @ N C I D A T A . C O M 


